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Divins LO VN erempliſy d in 
our REDEMPTION. 


* A. — 


ND — 


JoEN lv. 10. 
Herein is Love, not that we loved 


God, but that he loved us, and 
ſent his Son to be the Propitiation 


for our Sins. 


O be frequently oblig'd, 
demands a ſuitable Re- 
turn of Love and Gra- 
titude ; repeated Offices 
of Kindneſs and Benefi- 
cence are forcibly en- 
— gaging, and ſeldom fail 
to {often the moſt obſtinate and ſtubborn 
Diſpoſition : St. 7obn therefore, who was 
well acquainted with the Tempers of Man- 
kind, enforces our Obedience to the Will 
of God, from a Principle of Gratitude ; 


he recommends the Almighty to our Con- 
| A 2 ſideration, 


— 
- 
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ſideration, under the engaging Character 
of a moſt affectionate and indulgent Pa- 
rent; he points out to us the various 
Mercies, and wonderful Inſtances of God's 
Love to us, as the ſureſt Way of raiſing 
in our Hearts a Love towards him: As 
this is the moſt likely Means to work 
upon a rational Nature, God has every 
where evidenc'd his Goodneſs to us; we 
cannot reflect on our Bodies or our Souls, 


but in either of them we muſt diſcover 


the Tokens of his Love ; where-ever we 
turn, the Divine Philanthropy preſents 
its{elf to our aſtoniſh'd Eyes; to his 
diffuſive Goodneſs we ſtand indebted for 
our Creation; to his unbounded Love, 
we owe our daily Preſervation; and the 
Overflowings of his Mercy, were the 
Source of our Redemption; whatever 
we enjoy, and I might add, whatever we 
ſuffer, proclaims the Divine Love and 
Goodneſs ; for even the Calamities of 
Lite, how deſtructive ſoever to our ſecu- 
lar, are the Mercy of God, as to our 
eternal Weltare : But waving all other 
Topicks, let us particularize the Inſtance 
in the Text ; tor the Love of God to 
Man, appears in nothing more conſpi- 
cuous, than in the Oeconomy of our 

Redemp- 
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Redemption by the Death of Chriſt, who 
ſhed his Blood upon the Croſs, as a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of Men. 
And in treating on this Subject, I ſhall 
proceed in the tollowing Manner : 


I. I ſhall ſhew the Neceſlity of a Sacri- 
fice for Sin, with the Nature and 
Dignity of the Perſon, who could 
be equal to ſuch an Undertaking, 


IT. That the Death of Chriſt was ſuch 
a Sacrifice, and a real Propitiation 
for the Sins of Men. 


III. I ſhall ſhew what Returns of Love 
we ought to make to God, for this 
wonderful Inſtance of his Love to us. 


Now the Neceſſity of a Sacrifice for 
Sin will appear, by comparing Man's 
original and preſent State together. 


That Man is far degenerated from his 
original Purity, is too plain to be denied; a 
Truth ſo obvious could not eſcape the Eye, 
even of unaſſiſted Reaſon; the Heathen 
Sages, though ignorant of the real Caule, 
were fully Zenſble of the Depravity of 

A 3 Human 
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Human Nature; they obſerv'd it in 


the Lives of others, and experienc'd it in 
their own. 


With concern they ſaw, that the Un- 
derſtanding was cloath d with impenetra- 
ble Darkneſs; that Ignorance and Error 
miſled the Will; that the Affections wan- 
der d from their proper Objects; and that 
the Paſſions, which were deſign d as Hand- 
maids to Reaſon, were in Arms againſt 
their Sovereign, and frequently enſlav d 


her to the ſucceſive Tyranny of her 
own Subjects. 


Since this is evidently the preſent State 
of Man, without the Help ot Revelation, 
we may rationally conclude, that a Com- 
poſition ſo pregnant with Abſurdity and 
Contradiction, could not come directx 
from the Hands of God ; from Omnipo- 
tence, under the Influence and Direction 
of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, could 
never torn! an imperfect, and unfiniſh'd 
Creature, and leave it deſtitute of thoſe 
Accompliſhments, which are as well per- 
fective, as eſſential to its Nature: Either 
theretore Man was originally created with 
higher Degrees of Perfection, or it muſt 

| argue 


SS 


argue in the Divine Being, either want 
of Wiſdom in the Contrivance of Good- 
neſs in the End, or of Power in the Exe- 
cution of his Work ; either of which it 
would be the moſt impious Blaſphemy 
to aſſert. | 


To frame therefore juſt Conceptions 
of Man at his original Creation, we muſt 
trace the End of his Exiſtence by the re- 
maining Footſteps of thoſe Endowmeats, 
in which conſiſt the Perfection of his 
Nature; to know what he then was, 
we muſt conſider what he ought to be. 


Now, if we reflect upon the Human 
Frame, we ſhall perceive, that the Deſire 
of Knowledge is natural to the Soul of 
Man; and that the Acquiſition of it is al- 
ways attended with a ferene and rational 
Satisfaction ; the Pleaſures of Contemp- 
lation frequently engroſs the whole Man; 
the inquiſitive and buſy Mind launches 
into the Ocean of Truth, and if it goes 
not beyond its Compaſs, returns laden 
with intellectual Riches ; at firſt indeed, 
it converſes only with material Objects, 
till grown mature by Exerciſe and Con- 
templation, it aims at more abſtratted 

A 4 Know- 


(8) 


Knowledge : Here it begins, as- it were, 
its Courſe a- new, and continues its Pro- 
greſs with unwearied Induſtry, till it hap- 
pily finiſhes the intended Voyage ; when 
the Mind's Reſearches are attended with 
Succeſs, and ſome hidden Truth explor'd, 
in Conſequence thereof, there ariſes in it 
a triumphant Joy, which eyer increaſes 
in Proportion to the Dignity of the Ob- 
ject, and to its Diſtance from ſenſible 
Perception. And theretore as the Mind 
can and does, as it were, expand itſelf 
beyond the narrow Boundaries of Senſe 
and Matter, the Divine Being has un- 
doubtedly provided Objects fit and ſuit- 
able to this Capacity : And accordingly, 
if we ſurvey the Harmony and various 
Beauties of the Creation, we {hall gradu- 
ally lift up our intellectual View to the 
great Creator; For by the Things that 
are ſeen, the inviſible Things of God are 
known : By theſe Steps the Mind aſcends 
from Cauſe to Cauſe, till it arrives with 
Rapture and Delight at the firſt and uni- 
verſa] Cauſe of all Things; an Object, 
which will fill the moſt capacious Mind, 
and ſatisfy its Thirſt of Knowledge to all 
Eternity; an Object, which gives Delight 
without 


* Rom. 1, 20. 
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without Satiety, and though always con- 
templated, can never be exhauſted. 


Hence it is evident, that the Supreme 
Being is as well the final as efficient Cauſe 
of our Exiſtence, and that the principal 
End of Man's Creation, was the Know- 
ledge of his Maker. 


Now Obedience and Submiſſion to the 
Will of God, is the natural Conſequence 
of knowing Him aright ; ſuitable Con- 
ceptions ot the Divine Majeſty will ex- 
cite our Fear and awful Apprehenſions, 
and make us fall down before Him, who 
created and preſerves us by his Power, 
and of his Goodneſs, Giveth ws richly 
all Things to enjoy; it will awaken us 
into Praiſe and Thankſgiving for theſe 
invaluable Bleſſings, and inſpire our Souls 
with that awtul Reverence and Humility, 
which is ſuitable to a borrow'd and de- 
pendant Being. 


But the Divine Majeſty cannot be 
known and ſerv'd aright, unleſs there be 
a perfect Harmony in the whole Man, 
who is a Being of a compound Nature, 

and 
* 1 Tim, vi. 17. | 
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and conſiſts of Body and Soul; Senſe and 
Reaſon have an equal Share in his Con- 
ſtitution, the Properties of which are 
widely different from each other, and 
too often draw different Ways; in order 
therefore to fulfil the End of his Crea- 
tion, theſe jarring Enemies muſt be re- 
conciled in Love; Dominion is the Right 
of One, and unreſerved Obedience the 
Duty ot the Other: Wiſdom ſhould ſhine 
forth in the intellectual, Rectitude and 
Holineſs in his elective Faculty: Truth 
ſhould be the Aim of Reaſon, and Good- 
neſs the Object of the Will, which the 
inferior Powers ſhould obey without Re- 
ſiſtance, and move in a regular Subordi- 
nation to her Commands; over All the 
Underſtanding ſhould preſide, calm and 
undiſturb'd, not ruffled by Appetite, nor 
toſſed on the tumultuous Waves of Paſli- 
on; it ſhould convey its Dictates to the 
inferior Powers with Clearneſs and Per- 
ſpicuity, and inforce them with the Au- 
thority of a Prince, who reigns in the 
Hearts of an obedient People. 


When this Harmony ſubſiſts in Man, 
and his ſeveral Faculties move within 
their proper and allotted Sphere, he may 

| juſtly 
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juſtly be pronounc'd an happy and a per- 
fect Being. But if we view him in his 
preſent State, how comparatively diſmal 
is the Proſpect? What little remains of 
the Divine Image imprinted upon our 
Souls 2 Where is the Harmony between 
the Rational and Senſitive Part of our 
Conſtitution ? Clouds and Darkneſs reſt 
upon the Urtderſtanding ; the Will is weak 
and impotent, but refractory and obſtinate, 
and ſooner yields to the lawleſs Tyran- 
ny of Paſſion, than to the mild and gentle 
Government of Reaſon ; the Subjects in 
general, with an unbridled and licentious 
Fury, have rebel'd againſt their Sovereign, 
and torc'd her to execute their irregular 
Commands ; the Imagination impoſes 
upon Senſe, and Senſe deceives the Rea- 
ſon: Joy and Sorrow, Hope and Fear, 
Love and Enmity, which once mov'd 
within the Sphere of their proper Objects, 
now fight againſt, and ſubdue the Soul ; 
once they were mild and tractable, now 
refractory and tumultuous; ſpurr'd on by 
theſe, Man ruſhes headlong into Ruin ; 
hence proceed all the Calamities of Lite, 
and Sin, the Reproach and Infamy of 
Human Nature ; The Thoughts of the 
Heart of Man are only Evil continuall 4 : 
| 5 | rae 
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the Mind is dead to Virtue ; the Beauty 
of Holineſs charms no more; the ſhort- 

d Pageantry of worldly Grandeur is 
prefer d to an incorruptible Crown of 
Glory; and a State of Bliſs and Immor- 
tality is poſtponed to momentary finful 
Pleaſures, though thoſe Pleaſures muſt 
neceſſarily terminate in everlaſting Tor- 


That this is the preſent melancholy 
State of Man, daily Experience convinces 
us, but the divine Goodneſs could not 
poſſibly create him in this Condition; 
What Cauſe then can we aſlign tor theſe 
Irregularities > or whence could theſe 
{ſtrange Diſorders originally proceed: 


Here Reaſon droops, and confeſſing 
her Inſufficiency, flies to Revelation for 
Aſſiſtance; which informs us, that the 
Sin and Diſobedience of our firſt Parents 
was the Source of theſe Calamities; 
when Sin by their Tranſgreſſion enter'd 
into the World, it hung a wrong Byaſs 
upon the Mind, it led the Paſſions from 
their proper Channel, and turn'd our 
happy Tendency to Virtue the contrary 
Way: The Fountain of Human Nature 

being 
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being thus polluted, the Streams which 
flow'd from it, muſt neceſſarily receive 
the Infection, whereby Man is very far 
gone from original Righteouſneſs, and is 
of his own Nature inclin'd to Evil, ſo 
that the Fleſh luſteth always contrary to 
the Spirit, and is not ſubject to the Law 
of God. 


Thus Man became the Heir of Wrath 
and Miſery, and the wretched Object of 
Divine Vengeance ; for as God had a 
Right to unlimited Obedience from him, 
to Obedience abſolute in Perfection and 
Perſeverance, fo he preſcrib d him a Rule 
of Duty, inforc'd with the Sanction of 
Rewards and Puniſhments. — By this 
Rule he was to ſtand or fall ; if he con- 
tinued upright, Bliſs and Immortality was 
to be his Portion ; if he fell, Death was 
the Puniſhment denounc'd to his Diſobe- 
dience. — In ſpite of all Reſtraint, he fell, 
the Fear of loſing Immortality, and the 
conſequent Vengeance of unrelenting Ju- 
ſtice, could not awe him into Obedience; 
he proſtituted his Innocence to his ſen- 
ſual Appetite, and with his Purity his 
Peace departed; his own Conſcience im- 
mediately condemns him, and the 1 

ttri- 
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Attributes are turn'd againſt him ; the 
Holineſs of God awakens vindictive Ju- 
ſtice, which arms Omnipotence for his 

Deſtruction. 


Under theſe Circumſtances, ho dread- 
ful appears the State of Man ? Dreadful 
indeed ! when his Hope and Comfort is 
turn'd into Horror and Confuſion, and 
his only Security becomes his Ruin : By 
his Sin and Diſobedience he has provok d 
the Rock of his Defence; the Merciful 
Father is turn d into an Angry Judge, 
the Fury of whoſe Wrath already wings 
its Way againſt him; and what can 
divert its Courſe 2 For though Mercy 
might interpoſe for Pardon, ſeverer Ju- 
ſtice calls aloud for Vengeance; and if 
the Puniſhment be not executed, the di- 
vine Power, Wiſdom, Immutability and 
Truth, might be call'd in Queſtion ; if it 
is executed, Man muſt be loſt, muſt be 
undone forever. 


Is there then no Sacrifice for Sin: 
Are the Divine Atrributes and Man's 
Forgiveneſs inconſiſtent 2 Admits not 
vindicative Juſtice of a Repreſentative, 
who may expiate the Guilt of Man, and 

purchaſe 
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purchaſe Pardon tor him by taking the 


Puniſhment upon himſelt 2 


Alas ! no created Being is equal to the 
arduous Task; the perfect Obedience of 
the moſt glorious Seraph, is no more than 
Duty : When he has done all he can, he 
is ſtill ut an unprofitable Servant. How 
then could the Sufferings of ſuch an one 
appeaſe the Wrath ot God, fatisfy his 
Juſtice, and expiate the Guilt of Man: 
Beſides, as Sin enter'd into the World by 
Man, the Divine Juſtice muſt be fatisfied 
by the Death and Sufferings of Man, 
who muſt be one of the moſt unſpotted 
Purity, nay, who muſt be perfect God, 
as well as perfect Man; for. It was 
Man by whom the Covenants was bro- 
« ken, and Man therefore muſt have 
* ſuitable Puniſhment laid upon him: 


„It was God, with whom it was 


broken, and therefore God muſt have 
< {ſufficient Satisfaction made him: And 
* as for that Satisfaction, it was Man 
that had offended, and theretore Man 
alone could make it ſuitable : It was 
* God, that was offended, and therefore 
& God alone could make it ſufficient.” 

Be- 


— Beveridge's Private Thoughts on Religion, 
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* 
Beſides, as Death was the Puniſhment 
denounc d againſt Sin, the Conſequence 
of Pardon, muſt be Lite and Immorality ; 
and therefore a fit Sacrifice for Sin muſt 
have a Power of conferring immortal Life 
upon Mankind ; which Power he could 


not be poſſeſs d of, unleſs Immortality 
was eſſential to his Nature, 


Without ſuch a Sacrifice the Divine 
Juſtice 1s unappeas'd, and the Miſery of 
Man 1s certain : Behold then the great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs ! When the moſt 
glorious created Being was inſufficient for 
Attonement ; when nothing. but a God 
taking our Fleſh upon him, and therein 
expiring under the Puniſhment of Sin, 
could expiate the Guilt of Man; the 
Son of God himſelf, * The Brightneſs of 
his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon, vouchſafes to be our 
Repreſentative: He ſtipulates to take 
Human Nature, with all its Infirmities, 
upon him ; to leave the Glories of Eter- 
nity, and ſuffer Death upon the Croſs 
for us Men and our Salvation ; that 
+ as by the Offence of One, Judgment 
came upon all Men to Condemnation ; 

De n 
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even ſo, by the Righteouſneſs of One, the 
free Gift might come upon all Men unto 
Tuſtification of Life. 

O the Depth of the Riches both vf 
the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God ! 
how unſearchable are his Judgments, 
and his Ways paſt finding out? How 
myſterious and aſtoniſhing is the Work . 
of our Redemption ? In what a ſtupen- 
dous and amazing Manner, has the Al- 
mighty brighten'd our Gloomineſs into 
Joy, and from a State of Sin and Slavery 
hath rais d us unto a Life of Righteouſ- 

neſs, and to the glorious Liberty of the 
Sons of God ? + And if Sons, then Heirs, 

Heirs of God, and Foint - Heirs with 
Chriſt, of everlaſting Lite. The Glory 
of God, in this Oeconomy of Man's Re- 
demption, ſhines forth in all its bright- 
neſs ; the. Demands of infinite Juſtice, 
and infinite Mercy (Attributes, which 
ſeem d to claſh) are hereby ſatisfied : Ju- 
ſtice is appeas'd by the Puniſhment of 
Sin, and yet the Sinner 1s pardon'd, as 
Mercy required. Therefore, + B/e//ed 
be the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath vi- 
ſited and redeemed his People, and hath 
raiſed up an Horn of Salvation for us, ” 

B ihe 
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the Houſe of his Servant David: By 
which Means, he hath given, us with St. 
Paul, to triumph over Death and the 
Grave; O Death where 1s thy Sting, 
O Grave where is thy Victory? The 
Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strengh of 
Sin is the Law, but God hath given 
us the Victory through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by the Merit of whoſe Death and 
Sufterings, F Mercy and Truth are met 
together; Righteouſneſs and Peace have 
kiſſed each other. 


Having thus evinc'd the Firſt, it will 
be no Difficulty to eſtabliſh the Second 
Propoſition ; and to ſhew, that the 
Death of Chriſt was @ true Sacrifice, 
and a real Propitiation for the Sins 
of Men. 5 


' Under the Moſaic Oeconomy, Sacri fices 
were the only ſtanding Means for Salva- 
tion; and though ꝗ it is not poſſible, that 


the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, ſhould 


take away Sims ; notwithſtanding ſuch 
Sacrifices were not in their 6ww# Nature 
of ſufficient Force and Efficacy to expi- 
ate the Guilt of Sin, yet 'the Divine 

Being 
ka I Cor. XV. 55. 56, 37. + Paal. Ixxxv. 10. 1 Heb. x. 4» 
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Being was pleas'd to accept them as a 
myſtical Atonement, as they were Pre- 
figurations of the future Sacrifice of 
Chriſt : When therefore the Autetype 
was offered up to God upon the Crots, 
well might the Apoſtle argue, If the 
Blood of Bulls and of Goats ſanitifieth 
to the purifying of the Fleſh, how much 
more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who 
through the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf 
without Spot to God, purge our Conſcien- 
cies from dead Works, to ſerve the living 
God 9 As a vicarious Puniſhment was 
admitted under the Law, and the Sin 
of the Offender was typically transfer- 
ed upon the Sacrifices ; ſo the Burden 
of our Iniquities was laid upon Jeſus 
Chriſt, the real Antetype; for as the 
Scripture tells us, I He bore our Sins 
in his own Body on the Tree — + He 
gave himſelf a Ranſom for All — And 
was ſent to be the Propitiation for our 
Sins — || He was wounded for our Tranſ- 
orefſions, he was buried for our Iniqui- 
ties — |||| That by his Death we might 
have Remiſſion of our Sins, and Recon- 
citiation with God — H For we are re- 

| B 2 deem'd 
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e mr 
deemed by the 7rd Blood of Chriſt, 
as of a Lamb without Blemiſh, and 


without Spot. 


But why need I longer multiply Texts, 
in the Proof and Eviction of ſo plain a 


Truth: They ſo frequently occur in 


holy Scripture, that the moſt inattentive 
Reader cannot but obſerve them; and 
are written with ſuch Clearneſs and 
Perſpicuity, that nothing but perverſe 
and wiltul Ignorance can miſtake their 


Meaning, 


Here then let us ſtand a-while, and 
lift up our Hearts in grateful Hallelu-- 
jahs to the Author of our Salvation; 
while with a. religious Awe we contem- 
plate the Immenſity of Divine Love 
diſplay d in our Redemption, and take 
a ſhort View of our Saviour's Suffer- 
ings to compleat it. 


If we trace him from the Manger 
to the Croſs, he was a Man of the 
moſt pertect. Piety, Patience, and Hu- 


mility; and yet continually expoſed to 


Inſults and Indignities : * He was truly, 
as 
 Ifaiah liii. 3. 
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as the Prophet deſcribes him, deſpiſed 
and rejected of Men; a Man of Sorrows 
and acquainted with Grief ; his Obſcu- 
rity was derided ; his Authority denied ; 
his Doctrines blaſphemed ; and his Mira- 
cles aſcribed to the Intervention of Devils: 
In a Word, his whole Life was one con- 
tinued Scene of Divine Benevolence, and 
yet was it attended with the groſſeſt In- 
dignities, which he ſuſtained with an 
unexampled Patience. 


But waving all other Circumſtances, 
let us juſt view him in the laſt tragical 
Scene of Life; in the Garden, how inex- 
preſſible, how aſtoniſhing was his An- 
guiſh 2 What Rule could be preſcribed, 
what Limits could be ſet to ſuch a com- 
plicated Grief 2 The Apprehenſions of an 
infamous and painful Death; a lively 
Senſe of God's Indignation at the great 
Heinouſneſs of Sin ; the Weight ot the 
Sins of ten Thouſand times ten Thouſand 
Sinners; the afflicting Proſpect of Omni- 
potence incenſed, with the united Force 
of all the Powers of Darkneſs, were the 
Infuſions of that bitter Cup, which our 
Saviour pray'd his Father ſo earneſtly 
to remove. 

B 3 To 
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To his Agony in the Garden ſucceeded 
the Villany of Judas; the Diſciple ſer 
his Maſter's Blood at a deſpicable Price; 
and under the Seal of Friendſhip, treache- 
rouſly betrayed him into the Hands of 
wicked and cruel Men ; he was ſeized as 
a notorious Malefactor; hurried from 
one Court of Judicature to another; he 
was ſcourged, ſpit upon, and treated 
with the utmoſt Inſamy and Contempt; 
and to aggravate his Calamities, he was 
not only betrayed at firſt by the Villany 
of one Diſciple, but was denied now by 
the Perjury of another, and through ab- 


jet Cowardice, was forſaken by all of 


them : * Falſe Witneſſes roſe up againſt 
him, and laid Things to his Charge, 
which he knew not of; and when bis 
Judges, as themſelves acknowledged, 
could find no Fault in him, a ſeditious 
Murderer was prefer d before him, and 
himſelf ſentenc'd to a Death, not leſs in- 
famous than painful; he was derided by the 
People; deſpiſed by the Magiſtracy, and 
inſulted by the Soldiers; the Badges of 
Royal Power were cantemptuouſiy put upon 
him; a Mock-Scepter was. forc'd into his 
Hand, 


* Pſalm xxxv. II. 
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Hand, whilſt his ſacred Head ſmarted 
under a Crown of piercing Thorns. 


When the Soldiery was tired with this 
Wantonneſs of Blaſphemy, they next led 
him, like a Sheep, to the Slaughter, and 
between two Thieves, crucified the Lord 
of Lite ; ſix Hours in the moſt exquiſite 
Torments he hung upon the Croſs, when, 
the Springs of Nature being quite ex- 
hauſted, into God's Hand he commended 
his Spirit ; then bowed his Head, and 

ave up the Ghoſt : When behold ! the 
ocks were rent, the Earth ſhook, the 
Vail of the Temple was rent in twain, 
and a univerſal Darkneſs overſpread the 
Face of Nature, which trembled at the 
_ fad Cataſtrophe, and ſympathetically felt 
the Pangs and Miſeries of her dying 
Creator. 


If we ſeriouſly reflect on theſe Things, 
we cannot ſure but love and adore the 
Author of our Redemption, who has thus 
manifeſted his Love to us, in the Miſeries 
he underwent to finiſh and compleat it.— 
That Immortality ſhould become Mortal, 
and the Brightneſs of Eternity be obſcur d 


under the Weakneſs of a temporal Being; 
| 7 that 
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that the Son of God ſhould expoſe him- 
ſelf to the Sword of infinite Juſtice, and 
divert the Point of it from our Boſom, 
upon his o; that Innocence itſelf ſhould 
become $4 for us; that he, who was in 
the Form of God, ſhould take upon him 
the Form of a Servant, and embrace the 
2 Calamities of a neceſſitous Life j 
that the juſt Judge uick and Dea 
ſhould 2 | Sharia from the 
Guilty ; that the Lord of Life and Glory 
ſhould ſubmit to Infamy and Death, the 
Death and Torture oft an ignominious 
Croſs ; that he ſhould ſubmit to this tor 
Man, who had made himſelt miſerable by 
his own Folly, and had provok'd the 
Divine Wrath againſt him, by Sin and 
Difobedience : This is ſuch a ſtupen- 
dous Act of Tenderneſs and Love, ſuch 
an amazing Inſtance of Mercy and Com- 
paſſion, as infinitely tranſcends the moſt 
enlarg'd Benevolence of Human Nature, 
and as much exceeds our Comprehenſion, 
as it does our Merit : For as our bleſſed 
Saviour ſays, Greater Love hath no 
Man than this, that a Man lay down 
his Life for his Friends: + But God, 
lays St. Paul, commendethh his Love to 
us 
* John xv. 13, + Rom. v, 8, 
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us, in that while we were yet Sinners, 
Chriſt died for us. Let this therefore 
inſpire our Hearts with an awful and 
religious Gratitude, and lead us ſeriouſly 
to conſider, what Returns of Love we 


ought to make to God, for this wonderful 
Inſtance of his Love 10 us ! 


Now the beſt Way of expreſſing our 
Love to the Divine Majeſty, is, to ſet 
out with a godly Sorrow for Sin; for the 
Goodneſs ot God ſhould lead us to Re- 
pentance ; and we have full Aſſurances of 
Pardon, if we truly turn to him, with a 
firm and ſteady purpoſe of Amendment. 
We may now come boldly to the Throne 
of Grace, which betore, trom our natural 
Notions, we could not but fear might 
be the Seat of inflexible Juſtice. Un- 
aſſiſted Reaſon did indeed inſtruct us in 
our Duty, and inculcate Obedience to 
the Will of God ; and did conſequently, 
in caſe of Diſobedience, oblige us to be 
ſorry : But would ſcarcely raiſe in any 
Heart, that * Godly Sorrow, which 
worketh Repentance to Salvation not to 
be repented of : For though the For- 
- bearance and Long - Suffering of God 

| might 


# 2 Cor. vii. 10, 


iy (26) 


might afford a faint Glimmering of his 
Placability, yet it could not give a ſuf- 
ficient Support for Guilt and Sinfulneſs 
to depend upon: A Creature, ſinking 
under the Weight of Sin, could not but 
dread the Fury, or at leaſt doubt the 
Placability of infinite, offended Juſtice ; 
and this probably would render his Sor- 
row ineffectual to Salvation, and rather 
harden him in Sin, than excite him to 
Repentance. But our Doubts and Fears 
are now removed by the Death of Chriſt ; . 
he was ſent to propitiate for us, and to 
fix the Terms of our Acceptance with 
God, that the Divine Mercy might ap- 
pear in the Forgiveneſs of Sins, without 
any Derogation from his other Attributes: 
This is a clear and inconteſtible Evidence 
of God's Willingneſs to forgive, and a 
vigorous Motive to us, to repent our- 
ſelves truly of all our former Sins, and 
to return to our Duty, with full and ſteady 
Reſolutions of Amendment : By this 
Means, though we have often fallen, we 
may riſe again, and regain the Favour 
of Almighty God, who graciouſly invites 
us to Repentance, by repeated Promiſes 
of Pardon ; the Divine Majeſty is ready 
to forgive returning Sinners; and in 
Order 
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Order to obtain, we need only to im- 
plore his Mercy. 


pe | 
When we have ſhaken off our Sins by 
a ſincere Repentance, we ſhall begin to 
reliſh the unpolluted Satisfaction, which 
flows from Virtue and Religion ; the 
Bleſſings deriv d upon us, through our 
dear Redeemer, will then riſe in their Va- 
luation, and we ſhall love the Almighty 
with a more ardent and intenſe Affection; 
for we naturally love thoſe, whom we 
conſider as our Benefactors, eſpecially if 
their Benevolence be not extinguiſb d, but 
continues to Warm us with repeated Fa- 
vours: Now the Sincerity of our Love 
to God, will appear in the Conformity of 
our Lives to the Divine Will; for thoſe, 
whom we really love, we always endea- 
vour to be /ke; we naturally take the 
Objects of our Affection for the Paterns 
of our Imitation: When therefore we 
conſider our bleſſed Saviour, not only as 
an Expiation for Sin, but as an Example 
of holy Living, we ought to expreſs our 
Love and Gratitude tor this invaluable 
Mercy, by making his Actions, the Rule 
and Standard of our own; our bleſſed 
| Saviour 


( 28) , 
Saviour died for us, leaving us an Ex- 
ample, that we ſhould follow his Steps : 
In vain therefore do we pretend o love 
Him, unleſs we endeavour to de like 
Him; a Similitude of Manners muſt ce- 
ment the Union between us and Chriſt; 
in his Steps are we to tread; his Virtues 
muſt we tranſcribe into our own Con- 


duct; and from the Sanctity of his Life, 
draw the ModeFof our own Behaviour. 


If therefore we reflect, that our bleſſed 
Saviour lived and died for all Men, we 
cannot but perceive that univerſal Bene- 
volence is a neceſlary Duty; All Men 
were Objects of our Saviour's Mercy, All 
therefore have a Right to mutual Tender- 
neſs and Regard, from one another: + For 
we know the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that though he was Rich, yet for 
our Sakes he became Poor, that we, 
through his Poverty, might be Rich : 
And therefore, + If God ſo loved us, we 
ought alſo to. love one another. 


Again: If we conſider, that || he 
mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince 


® 3. Pet. xi. 21. 1 2 Cor. vi. 9. 1 1 John iv. 11. 
|| Iſai. ix. 6. 
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Prince of Peace, took Human Nature 
with all its Infirmities upon Him ; that 
He chang'd his State of inconceivable 
Glory, for the Rags and Miſeries of frail 
Mortality ; that he ſtoop'd to the moſt 
abject Circumſtances of Life; patiently 
ſuſtain'd the Inſults and Indignities of his 
own Creatures, and at laſt ſubmitted to 
an infamous and painful Death, for us' 
Men, and for our Salvation : Let us 
learn from hence, to be meek and lowly 
of Heart, and to ſubmit with Patience 
and Reſignation, to the ſevereſt Strokes of +» 
God's aſflicting Hand; Let us run 
with Patience the Race that is ſet be- 
fore us; and if we begin to ſink under 
the heavy Weight of any preſent Ca- 
lamity, let us refreſh and exhilerate our 
fainting Spirits, by looking unto + Je- 
fas, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
that by endeavouring to riſe to his Per- 
fections, as he condeſcended to our Weak- 
neſſes and Wants, we may avoid the 
dreadful Imputation, of t making the Croſs 


of Chriſt of none Effett. 


In a Word, the beſt, the only Way 
of expreſſing our Love to God, is, Re- 
ligiouſſy 

_® Heb, xii, 1. + Heb. xii. 2. Þ 1 Cor, i. 17. 
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ligiouſly to obſerve all his Command- 
ments; If ye love me, ſays our bleſſed 
Saviour, keep my Commandments ; Obe- 
dience is the ſureſt Teſtimony of our 
Affection; without this, when we are 
FT weighed in the Balance, we ſhall be 


found wanting, and the Guilt of Diſſi- 
mulation will preponderate our Love; 
without this, we fruſtrate the gracious 


Purpoſes of Mercy, and run voluntarily 
upon the Sword of Juſtice: For, ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour, Not every one that 


ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 


into the Kingdom of Heaven : but he 
that doth the Will of my Father which 
is in Heaven. 


But if Divine Love and Mercy can- 
not charm, the dreadful Conſequences 
of offended Juſtice might awe us in- 
to Obedience ; for if we deſpiſe the pro- 
fer d Mercy, and trample under Foot the 
Riches of Divine Goodneſs, + there re- 
mains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a 
certain fearful looking for of Judgment, 
and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour 
the Adverſaries; vindictive Juſtice will 
certainly ſucceed iaſulted Mercy. . 

e 


* John xiv. 15. ÞF Dan; Ve 27. f Heb: x. 26. 27, 
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The Son of God hath purchas' d our 
Redemption, at no leſs a Price than that 
of his own precious Blood; through 
Want and Inſamy, through Miſery and 
Death, he has paved the Way for our 
Happineſs and Salvation; if we be will- 
ing to be forgiven, He is ready to for- 
give, and graciouſly invites us to ac- 
cept of Pardon, upon eaſy and eligible 
Terms : If therefore we deſpiſe the pro- 


fer d Mercy, we are cruel to ourſelves, 


and ungrateful to our Redeemer ; by 
ſuch Obſtinacy, we judge ourſelves un- 
worthy of eternal Life; * we crucify 
afreſh the Son of God, and put him to 
an open Shame ; we deprive ourſelves of 
Happineſs and Salvation, and: rob our 
Saviour of the Glory of our Redemp- 
tion ; this will heighten our Guilt, and. 
aggravate our Puniſhment ; it will turn 
the Zendereſi Mercy into the ſevereſt 
Judgment; and our own Conſcience 
will juſtify our Condemnation. 


If therefore we have any Love, or 
Gratitude remaining in us, let us turn 
the Streams of it into their proper 
Channel; let God, who only has a Title to 

"I 
* Heb. vi. 6. 
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it, be the Object of it; and, that we 
may not tremble at the Severity of 
offended Juſtice, let the Expreſſions of 
our Love to God, appear in the In- 
nocence and Purity of our Lives ; that 
as we are made Partakers of the Death 
of Chriſt, we may alſo be made Par- 

takers of his Reſurrection, reflecting al- 
ways, that we are bought with a Price, 
and therefore let us glorify God in 
our Bodies and in our Souls, and join 
with the Heavenly Hoſt, in aſcribing, 
* Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, - 
and Power, to Him, that ſitteth upon 


the Throne, and to the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. | 5 
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LER x. 37. latter Part. 
a — Go, and do thou likewiſe, 


Principal Deſign of our 

5 bleſſed Saviour in co- 
ming into the World, 
was to rectify the miſ- 
taken Notions of Man- 
kind, and to diſſipate 
| that Prejudice, Igno- 
rance, and Error, which darkend the 
Underſtanding, and ied the Practice. 


In conformity to this Deſign, he em- 
braces every Opportunity to improve the 
Manners, and the Minds of Men : When 
therefore a Lawyer ask d him this Queſ- 
tion, What ſhall I do to inherit eternal 

- C Life? 


SE HE... 
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Life? He tells him, That all that was 
then required of him to Salvation, was, 
to love God with all his Soul, and his 
Neighbour as himſelf; This do and thou 
ſhalt live. 


The Lawyer acknowledges the Recti- 
tude of this general Anſwer, by asking 
this further Queſtion, Who is my Netgh- 
bour ? To this our Saviour anſwers by 
a lively and pathetic Parable of a certain 
Man, who was rob'd, wounded, and left 
naked upon the Road, in a helpleſs dying 
Condition; a Prieſt and Levite of his 
own Nation faw him, paſſed by, and had 
no Pity on him : But a Samaritan no 
ſooner beheld him, but he flew to his 
Relief, pour'd Oil upon his Wounds, and 
bound them up; ſet him upon his own 
Beaſt, convey'd him to an Inn, and cha- 
ritably provided for his Recovery and 
Support. 


This amiable Inſtance of Humanity, 

_ extorted this Confeſſion from the Lawyer, 
That he was Neighbour to the Man in 
Diſtreſs, who had Compaſſion on him: 
And our bleſſed Saviour immediately en- 


torces his Acknowledgment, with this 
pathetic - 
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pathetic Exhortation, Go thou, and do 
likewiſe. | 


Now, as the Jews had no Dealings 
with the Samaritans, as there was a 
ſettled and determin'd Enmity between 
them ; and as it was a receiv'd Opinion 
of the Zews, that they might juſtly hate 
and perſecute their Enemies, eſpecially 
thoſe, who were Aliens from the Com- 
mon-Wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers from 
the Covenants of Promiſe : In a Word, 
as they ou t themſelves under no 
Obligation to love any, but their Neigh- 
bours, and that this Nezghbourhood was 
confined to thoſe of their own Religion: 
Our bleſſed Saviour in Oppoſition to the 
Meanneſs of this narrow Principle, in the 
Parable of the good Samaritan, points out 
the Nature and Extent of our Benevo- 
lence ; from whence 'tis obvious, that 
our very Enemies are the Objects of it ; 
and conſequently that we ought not 
to cheriſh the Seeds of Malice in our 
Hearts, or ever feed an Appetite for 

Vengeance. 


C 2 But 
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But though the Goſpel enjoyns an 
affettionate and forgiving Temper, it can- 
not however reaſonably be thought, that 
we are hereby forbid to proſecute our 
juſt Rights, according to the Laws of 
the Community in which we live, or 
to levy War againſt the Incroachments 
or Oppreſſion ot any foreign Power. 


When injurd in our Fortunes, Cha- 
racters, or Perſons, we may, conſiſtently 
with the Goſpel, uſe the Interpoſition 
of the Civil Power; for, He is the 
Miniſter of God to us * Good; which 
Good conſiſts in the Welfare and Secu- 
rity of the People : When therefore we 
are aggrieved by others, we may apply 
to the Civil Magiſtrate to redreſs our 
Wrongs, Who beareth not the Sword in 
vain, but according to the Nature -of 
the Fact, will either puniſh the Offen- 
der, or exact Satisfaction for the Dama- 
ges ſuſtained. For the ſame Reaſon, 
when amicable Means are inſufficient, 
the Soverezgn may levy War to defend 
his People trom the Injuries and Op- 
preſſions of any foreign Power: But 
all this muſt be done without any Ran- 
cour 
* Rom. xiii. 4. 
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cour or Malice againſt the injurious Par- 
ties; and f the Lord ſhould go forth 
with the Armies, and bleſs them with 


Succeſs, the Victory ſhould be uſed with 
Lenity and Moderation. | 


And here T cannot but animadvert 
upon a Neighbouring Nation, whoſe Bra- 
very is chiefly expreſs d by trampling 
upon the vanquiſh'd, and whoſe Cruelty, 
if poſſible, exceeds their Pride: Baſe un- 
generous Men! Inſolence of Power is an 
Argument of a mean and abject Spirit, 
and Cruelty a Sign of Cowardiſe. A 

enerous Conqueror will always treat the 

anquiſh'd with Humanity, and though 
they are Captives, will remember they 
are Men. | | 


But to return: Though the Goſpel en- 
Joyns univerſal Revue, 5g it does not 
oblige us to treat and truſt an Enemy, 
as we do a Friend, to expoſe ourſelves 
naked to his Fraud or Malice, and to 
take, as it were, a frozen Viper to 
our Boſom, which, ſtrengthen'd by the 
Warmth we gave it, would not fail to 
ſting us to our Ruin. No! ſuch a Con- 


duct, neither Reaſon or Religion juſtifies ; 
| C 3 Selt- 
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Self- Preſervation, the ruling Principle 
within us, loudly exclaims againſt it; and 
our bleſſed Saviour tells us, That to live 
ſecurely, we muſt join the Wiſdom of the 
Serpent, to the Innocence of the Dove. 


And not without Reaſon ; for where 
there is a Diſpoſition, there will not be 
wanting an Opportunity, to pervert our 
Words or Geſtures : Enmity and Malice 
can give the moſt inoffenſive Sentiment 
an evil and pernicious Tendency : As 
Degeneracy prevails, the Intercourſe be- 
tween Heart and Tongue muſt gradually 
decay; ſeeming Civilities are often real 
Snares; and Smiles ſerve only to diſguiſe 
a treacherous Intention. 


To * beware of Men therefore, eſpe- 
cially our Foes, is neceſſary to our Well- 
being ; we may avoid their Intercourſe 
without any Imputation of Malevolence, 
nor ought we, on this Account, be 
deem'd wanting in our Duty of univerſal 
Love : For Love in its full Extent, implies 
both Complacency, and Benevolence ; the 
one ariſes from ſomething Deſireable, the 
other from Want and Imperfection in 
the Object. | Now 


Matt. x. 17. 
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| Now what ever is pregnant with In- 
juries, and waits only an Opportunity to 
diſcharge their Fury on us, cannot poſſi- 
bly be the Object of Delight: Whatever 
excites our Complacency, muſt at leaſt, 
have the Appearance of Good, and be 
ſeemingly, conducive to our Happineſs ; 
but this we cannot meet with in our Ene- 
mies; and therefore, to love them in 
this View, is not conſiſtent with the 
Principles of Reaſon ; and conſequently, 
cannot be enjoyn'd by the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. 


But though we treat them not with 
the Confidence of Friendſhip, we may 
yet fulfil the Duty required of us, by a 
benevolent Diſpoſition to them ; the Cha- 
rity of the Hand, if neceſſary, may follow 
that of the Heart: Our good Wiſhes, 
with our Endeavours to ſupply their De- 
ficiencies, may attend them conſtantly : 
Though we do not take them to our 
Boſom, we can always wiſh them well, 
and do them the common Offices of Hu- 
manity ; for Imprecations may return 
them Bleſſings; inſtead of revenging, may 
forgive an Injury, and offer up our 

C 4 Prayers 
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Prayers to God, that he would be 
pleaſed to turn their Hearts, and uy 
their Pardon. 


This is the Nature and Extent of that 
Duty, which our Saviour has recom- 
mended to our Practice; this is that ami- 
able Temper of Mind, which Chriſtians 
muſt adorn themſelves with, if they 
would be Partakers of his Favour. 


But the Misfortune is, that too many, 
without eſtimating the Strength and Vir- 
tue of the Upright, make their own 
Weakneſs the Meaſure of Poſſibilities; 
and from thence concluding this 3 to 
be impracticable by frail "Mortals, 
ready to cry out, 


Hou is it poſſible for Man to put up 
e repeated Injuries and Affronts? How 
e can he return Love for Hatred, Bene- 
* volence for Enmity, good Language 
“and Affability for Cenſure, and Detrac- 
* tion? How can he Pray tor thoſe that 
* Curſe him, wiſh their Welfare, who 
4 would rejoice at his Deſtruction, or 
e perform the Offices af Humanity to 
his moſt implacable and malicious Ene- 
* mies; 


«as 
( 4x ) 


c mies? — Is not Chriſt therefore a 
4 ſevere Task-maſter, in enjoyning ſuch 
« Commands, as are fo contrary to Fleſh 
* and Blood? Are not the Impulſes of 
Nature, and the Dictates of the moſt 
4 unbiaſs d Reaſon, contradictory to this 
« Injunction. = 


In anſwer to ſuch Objections, I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew, That Benevolence, 
though extended even to them that hate 
4s, is not only a practicable, but an 
eligible Duty, a Duty attended with more 
Delight and Satisfaction, more Eaſe and 
Benefit, than to gratify a Diſpoſition for 
Revenge : And our Obligations to the 
Prattice of this Duty are evident, from 
the Reaſonableneſs of it, which will 
appear by conſidering, 


That this World is appoſitely ſtiled a 
Vale of Tears: Dangers and Calamities 
meet us in every Scene of Lite ; the Seeds 
of Evil are ſown in our Conſtitution by 
the Hand of Nature ; to theſe accidental 
Calamities are ſupervenient, and both 
concur to render this Lite unpalatably 
bitter ; the Briers of Contingency grow 


among 


. 
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among the Thorns of Nature, and mu- 
tually confpire to wound us in our Peace. 


While therefore the Raſh and Incon- 
ſiderate inflame the Calamities of Life, by 
2 blind Obedience to their Paſſions, *tis 
the Buſineſs of the Prudent to allay their 
Fury, by the milder Sentiments of Truth 
and Reaſon. 


Io love our Enemies therefore, is rea- 
ſonable on our own Accounts, as it 
retrenches the Evils of Life, by making 
us eaſy to ourſelves ; for there is no Tor- 
ment in Love: Serenity is the Handmaid 
of Benevolence, which not only frees the 
Mind from many turbulent and vexatious 
Paſſions, but diffuſes a Cheartulneſs and 
Delight through all its Faculties ; the 
charitable Man is continually delighted 
with his own Charity ; whatever Good 
befalls Mankind, he participates, though 
it does light immediately upon him, he is 
{ure to enjoy it by Reflection. 


On the contrary, Anger, the Parent 
of Revenge, is a raſh tumultuous Paſſion ; 
it {wells the Heart, and like the troubled 


Ocean, knows no Reſt : As a violent 


Storm 
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Storm, it beats upon the Mind,-and keeps 
it in a perpetual Tumult ; whatſoever is 
amiable in Human Nature, whatſoever 
is of good Report, when this Paſſion is 
predominant, vaniſhes and diſappears ; it 
often drives Men into baſe ungenerous 
Actions, and involves them into the 
| Guilt and Inconveniences of a vindic- 
tive Temper. 


The very Meditation of Revenge, is 
Pain and Anguiſh ; the Mind at that 
Seaſon is toſſed and diſquieted within it- 
ſelf, and imprudently reſigns the few Sweets 
of Life, to embrace a voluntary Torment; 
the Execution of it may indeed be at- 
tended with ſome preſent Pleaſure, but 
tis ſuch a Pleaſure, as is below the Dig- 
nity of a moral Agent, and much more 
adapted to the Diſpoſition of Devils, 
than the Temper of Men. However, if 
we be not quite dead to Virtue and Hu- 
manity, it will neceſſarily involve us in 
an after-life of Shame, Remorſe and 
Guilt ; ſo that he, who can bear no ill 
. Uſage from other Men, muſt ſuffer a 
great deal from himſelf: For Revenge is 
no ſooner conceived, but it brings torth 
its own Torment ; and though the 

Execu- 
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Execution. of it may taſte like Honey 
in the Mouth, it will certainly turn to 
Bitterneſs in Digeſtion. 


That Peace and Tranquility of Mind 
therefore, which ariſes from a Bene vo- 
lent Diſpoſition, is a ſufficient Reaſon 
for the Exerciſe of it ; but our Obli- 
gation riſes, when we conſider the happy 
Influence it will probably have upon 
our Enemies. 


An Inclination to oblige, is the natu- 
ral Fruit of Love; and when it ihines 
forth in Actions of Beneficence, is the 
ready Way to raiſe an equal Warmth 
in the moſt frozen Heart; excellent 
in this caſe is the Advice of Solomon, 
If thine Enemy be Hungry, give him 
Bread to eat; if he be Thirſty, give 
bim Water to drink, for thou ſhalt heap 
Coals of Fire upon his Head. That is, 
never cheriſh the Seeds of Malice and 
Revenge, but perform the Offices of 
Humanity, even to thine Enemy; for 
by this Means, thou wilt probably diſ- 
lolve the Stubbornneſs of his Temper, 
and meit him down into Tenderneſs 
and Love. There are very few' ſo pe- 
NA trified 


( 45) 
triſed in Malice, but whom repeated 
Offices of. Love and Kindneſs will /oftex 
into more Humane and Tender Senti- 
ments; Human Nature is feldom deaf 
to the repeated Calls of Humanity ; 
which, like the Charms of Melody, while 


it ſteals into the Ear, alarms and capti- 
vates the Heart. 


But ſhould our Expectations fail, of one 
Advantage we are ſure ; we keep our 
Paſſions within their proper Sphere, and 
make them ſubſervient to the Ends of 
Virtue. Should our Beneficence and 
Love be fruitleſs, ſhould our Foes be 
ſteel d againſt the Dictates of Nature and 
Humanity, if we do our Duty, we cer- 
tainly ſubdue ourſelves ; we raiſe and 
purity our Natures, and exalt Humanity 
to a Participation of the Divine Benevo- 
lence. Whereas Revenge often defeats Il 
itſelf; it is a blind precipitate Paſſion, and, | 
like Saul in Gilboa, irequently falls upon 

its own Sword. | 


Seneca has obſerv'd, That Revenge car- 

ries Inhumanity in the very Sound, and 

| differs from an Injury in the Order of 
Time only, and not in Nature ; it ſeems 

| indeed 
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indeed in ſome Meaſure to juſtify the 
former, and lays a ſure Foundation for 
future Injuries; hereby we furniſh our 
Enemies with an Apology for their ill 
Uſage, and imprudently prepare a Scourge 
for our own Backs. And indeed there is 
ſomething ſo odious in a vindictive Tem- 
per, that it ſeems a Paſſion rather adven- 
titious, than natural, to the Soul of Man: 
Whatever our own Complections are, we 
have a ſtrong Averſion for Men of a re- 
1 Diſpoſion; the Injuries they 
ſuffer, they ſuffer unpitied, and by raſhly 
attempting to level one Enemy, they 
raiſe a "Thouſand. ; 


Good Reaſon therefore have we to love 
our Enemies, as it is a Means to melt and 
ſoften them; as it frees ourſelves from 
many turbulent Paſſions, and prevents the 
Inconveniences of Revenge; but our Ob- 5 
«aj is ſtrengthen d by conſidering, po 
the ſpiritual Advantages which ſpring . 
from Enmity. 


| Our Vices are ſome times a Secret to 
ourſelves; and our Friends too often con- 

cur with our own corrupted Hearts, and 
= - flatter us into ſpiritual Pride ; they 2 
| ce 
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ceal our Nakedneſs from us, or find eva= 

| ſive Arguments to extenuate our Guilt : 
When feen by them, the leaſt Appear- 
ance of Virtue increaſes, and every Spot 
is leſſen d to the Eye; ſo that we deceive 
ourſelves, and are deceiv d by them; till 
the Malice of an Enemy happily awakens 
us from this Deluſion. 


For Hatred has a piercing Eye, and 
with a malicious Pleaſure, diſcovers the 
leaſt Blemiſh in our Conduct ; and though 
our Enemies may probably flame our 
Imperfections, we may have Reaſon to 
fear, that there is ſome Foundation for 
their Invectives; which, if properly ap- 
ply'd, may be vaſtly Beneficial to us, and 
open our Eyes, which the Complaiſance 
of Friendſbip, and our own An had 
blinded ; the Fear of their Reproaches 
may awaken us from a falſe Security, 

and for the future, make us circumſpect 
and cautious in all our Actions. 


If they tax us with Pride, Inſolence, 
or IIl- nature, let us deſcend into ourſelves ; 
with Care and Impartiality ſearch we 
the inmoſt Receſſes of the Mind; if our 
Conſcience acquits us, well, if it pars 

| e 
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the Sentence of Guiltineſs upon us, 
henceforward let us learn the agreeable 


Leſſon of Condeſcenſion, Meekneſs and 
Humanity, ' | | 


And here it may not be improper 
to reflect, that we are only Probationers 
on Earth, and ſent into this World with 
a View to Eternity: This Life is a State 

, of Exerciſe and Trial, wherein we ſhould 
1mprove thoſe Graces, which will fit and 
prepare us 'for the Bliſs of an Hereafter. 
Now many of theſe are of a paſſive Na- 
ture, and cannot be exerted in a calm 
unruffled Life ; without Evils, Equanimi- 
ty is dead, and Injures are the Life of 
Patience and Forgiveneſs ; our Enemies 
therefore are the Objects of our Love, 
ſince they give us to improve the Means 


of Grace, that we may lay hold on eter- 
nal Life. | | 


Theſe Arguments may ſuffice to ſhew 

| the Reaſonableneſs of loving our Enemies; 
but our Obligations to the Practice of it, 
will appear ſtronger, if we conſider, in 
the ſecond Place, the Superior Excellency 
of this Duty. e Tay 


if 
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If ye love them, ſays our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, which love you, what Reward 
have ye? Do not even the Publicans 
the ſame ? Even Sinners perform the 
Offices of Love and Charity to their 
Brethren ; the Ties of Conſanguinity, and 
Friendſhip are inſuperable Motives to a 
mutual Benevolence ; the very worſt of Men 
obey without Reluctance, the Dictates of 
Gratitude, and the Voice of Nature. 


In vain therefore do we prize the 
ſuperior Excellency of our own Religion ; 
in vain do we boaſt of the high Title 
and Privilege of Chriſtianity, above the 
Jewiſb, or the Heathen Worſhip, while 
our Actions ſpring from the ſame common 
Source, and re not to a higher Degree: 
Love to our Friends and to our Relations, 
is no more than what Nature commands, 
and Gratitude requires; Love to Perſons 
indifferent, may beſpeak a Man, eaſy, 
good-natur'd, and humane; but ſtill tis 
vaſtly inferior to the Excellence of this 
Duty; for to return Love. for Enmity, 
and Benevolence for Wrongs ; to do Good 
to them that hate us, and to conſult 
their Happineſs, who meditate, and would 
rejoyce at our Misfortunes: This is 
Goodneſs in Perfection; tis a Divine 
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and Heavenly Temper, a Similitude of 
the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, who 


maleth his Sun to riſe on the Evil 
and the Gaod; and ſendeth Rain on 
the Tuſt, and on the Unjuſt. 


That this amiable Duty is ſo little 
thought of, and leſs practiſed, is owing 
to the Prevalence of Pafjon; between 
which and Reaſon, there is a perpetual 
Conflict for Preheminence : Error and 
Falſhood 4:af the one, Truth and Good- 
neſs regulate the Determinations of the 
other: When the Paſſions are trium- 
phant, they raiſe a Tumult in the Breaſt, 
by bringing Things diſcolour'd to the 
Eye: Patience under Injuries is repre- 


ſented by them, as an Inſtance of a 
puſillumimous and daſtard Soul; while 


a Diſpoſition for Revenge is painted 
in the Dreſs of Fortitude and na- 


uimity; whereas Reaſon, when refined 
from Paſſion, by calm Reflections upon 


Duty, gives to every Thing its genuine 


and native Colours; drawa by her 
Pencil, how amiable does Forgiveneſs 
of our Enemies appear? How ſtrong is 
every Feature, how lively every Grace, of 
Patience and Equanimity4 What Comeli- 
neſs, what Beauty, is there in Beneficence 


and 
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and Love, when it breaks through the 
Shades of Injuries and Malevolence ? Tt 
not only charms the Eye, but captivates 
the Heart ; the Paſſions themſelves grow 
calm by looking on, and their Rage ſub- 
fades into Love and Admiration. 


But notwithſtanding the Amiableneſs of 
this Duty, the Men of the Sword are ready 
to exclaim againſt it; © If we tamely put 
up an * ng ſay they, we ſtain our 
« Honour and Magnanimity, and derive 
« upon ourſelves the Contempt and 
« Infamy due to Cowardiſe. 


To theſe worthy, but miſguided Men, 

I anſwer ; that Honour and Magnani- 
mity are indeed great and valuable 
Qualities, and cannot too carefully be 
guarded ; when they walk in the Paths 
of Reaſon and Religion, they are the bright- 
eſt Ornaments, it they take any other Road, 
they are the darkeſt Blemiſhes of hu- 
man Nature ; for by inſpiring Mankind 
with falle Notions of what is Great 
or Little, while they lead them in the 
Purſuit of imaginary Glory, they drive 
them into real Intamy and Sin: But 
that they encourage a revengeful Diſ- 
poſition, ariſes from popular Opinion, 
D 2 which 
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which, if deliberately weigh'd, generally 
terminates in popular Error ; for the 
Meaſure of our Duty, is the Meaſure 
of Magnanimity ; if we deviate from 
this Rule, our pretended Courage ſinks 
into Cowardiſe, and our imaginary Ho- 
nour dwindles into real Infamy ; for true 
Honour muſt be raiſed upon Truth and 
Reaſon, on theſe Foundations muſt Mag- 
nanimity be built; if they ſtand on any 
other Ground, they loſe their Name and 
Nature, and fink into Folly and Mad- 
neſs; for Greatneſs and Goodneſs are 
Synonimous, but nothing can be truly 
great, which thwarts the Dictates of 
unbiaſs'd Reaſon ; when our Actions pro- 
ceed from any other Principle, they 
are more or leſs infamous and ſinful, 
in proportion to their Deviation from 
it; theſe Actions therefore, which ſpring 
from the Paſſſons, (when they outrun 
our Reaſon, and prevent Reflection) have 
no moral Goodneſs in them ; there 1s, 
T fear, ſome Portion of Guilt lying at 
the Agents Door, though they move 
regularly within their Sphere, though 
they be neither eæceſive in Degree, nor 
plac d upon improper Objects; a Diſ- 
poſition tor Revenge therefore, to which 
we are ſtimulated by the Pont only, 
4 Call 
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can never be juſtifiable ; as it has not 


the Sanction of Reaſon, Guilt and In- 
famy muſt be the Portion of it. 


And really, that a vindictive Temper 
is at Enmity with Reaſon, and conſe- 
quently no Friend to Goodneſs, the very 
nature of Magnanimity is, I think, an 
evident Proof; for what is Magnanimity, 
but an Affection of the Mind, which keeps 
us calm and undiſturb'd by the Paſſions, 
which teaches us to pof/eſs our Souls in 
Patience, amidſt all the Injuries of Men, 
amidſt all the Evils and Calamities of Life? 


And ſuch a Diſpoſition, which no 
Enmity can move, which no Injuries 
can ſhake, and which perſiſts in ſpite 
of repeated Provocations, to be 4indly 
affeftiond to the Injurious Parties, is 
an Argument, that we are far advanc'd 
in Virtue ; it is a permanent and ſteady 
Goodneſs ; the utmoſt Excellence of the 
Human Nature, and brings us as near 
to the Divine Perfections, as is conſiſtent 
with the Weakneſſes of frail Mortality; 
hereby we imitate the Almighty in his 
darling Attributes of Goodneſs and Mercy ; 
hereby we fulfil the Precept of our bleſſed 
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Saviour, of being * Merciful, even as our 
Father, which is in Heaven, is Merciful. 


But we need no other Argument, to 
ſhew the ſuperior Excellency of this Duty, 
than this, that it is recommended to our 
Practice by the Examples of God and 
Chriſt : Patience and Longanimity, Good- 
neſs and Mercy, are the inherent and 
eſſential Attributes of the Deity : Tis 
from his Bounty, that we enjoy the 
Neceſſaries of Life; and from his Love 


and Mercy proceed our Hopes of Hap- 
pineſs hereafter. 


The moſt Wicked among the Sons 
of Men, and conſequently God's greateſt 
Enemies, are Partakers of the Divine Fa- 
vour ; they enjoy the Benefits of Na- 
ture, and the liberal Bleſſings of an in- 
dulgent Providence: Nay, God is more 
watchful and ſolicitous for our Hap- 

ineſs, than we ourſelves ; all imagina- 
ble Methods he uſes to bring us to 
himſelt ; he tempts us with his Love; 
he allures us with his Goodneſs ; he 
charms us with his Mercy; and if 
theſe Motives fail, by the Denuncia- 
tions of his Wrath, he awes us into 


Qbedi- 
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Obedience; though his Juſtice is of 
' purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity; * 
yet is his Mercy extended to the Sin- 


ner, That he may turn from his Wick- 
edneſs, and ſave his Soul alive. 


And really, F the Lord was extream 
#0 mark what is done amiſs, who might 
abide it ? Tt the Almighty did not ſpare, 
when we deſerved Puniſhment; was every 
Provocation to kindle God's Wrath a- 
gainſt us, and bring down immediate 
Vengeance upon our Heads, how dread- 
ful, how wretched muſt be the State of 
Man: How ſoon fhould we periſh, and 
come to a fearful End? 

Now, if the Almighty, who is con- 
tinually provok'd by our Impieties, does 
thus vouchfate his Love to Al, what 
Plea can we have for refuſing it to our 
Fellow-Creatures 2? If God's greateſt Ene- 
mies are Partakers of his Bounty, can 
we think it hard to be beneficent and 
kind. to them that hate us? If God is 
flow to Anger, and ready to forgive re- 
peated Provocations, with what Confi- 
dence can we preſume to be of an un- 
forgiving Temper? What an impious Bold- 
nels is it in Man to purſue his Enemies 
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with Hatred and Revenge, when God's 
Arms are open to receive the Sinner: 


And here we muſt not forget the' 
Example of our bleſſed Saviour ; as he 
came from Heaven to fulfil the violated 
Law, among his other illuſtrious Virtues, 
which were the clear Expreſſions of his 
divine Original, he perfectly copied after 
the Patience of his Heavenly Father ; 
Long - ſuffering. Equanimity and Forgive- 
neſs, were impreſs'd upon all his Actions. 


Though he left the Glories of Eter- 
nity for us Men, and for our Salva- 
tion, yet was he deſpis a, and rejected 

Men; though the Means of Grace 

ere, and the Hopes of Glory here- 
after, were through him conveyed to 
us, yet all the Returns he met with 
for theſe ineſtimable Benefits, were the 
moſt flagrant Ingratitude and Barbari- 
ty; though his whole Life was one con- 
tinued Scene of groſs Indignities, hs 
Patience and Equanimity remained un- 
ſhaken ; * When he was reviled, he re- 
wited not again ; when he ſuffer d, he 
threaten'd not, but committed himſelf to 
Him, that judgeth righteouſly : "Tis 
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emphatically and truly ſaid of him, that 
be went about doing Good : His greateſt 
Enemies were Partakers of his Love 
and Kindneſs : He not only did good 
to, and readily forgave, but offered up 
his Petitions to the Throne of Grace 
for them, that deſpitefully uſed him and 
perſecuted him : Even while they were 
practiſing the utmoſt Cruelty upon him, 
even in the very Pangs and Bitterneſs of 
Death, he pray'd for Pardon for them, and 
pleaded their Ignorance in Extinuation of 
their Guilt, Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. 


So that our bleſſed Saviour, in this 
Precept of loving our Enemies, has en- 
joyn'd us no more, than what he Him- 
ſelf always practiſed, leaving us an Ex- 
ample, that we ſheuld follow his Steps ; 
to conſider then, that what he did and 
ſuffer d, he did and ſuffer d for our Sakes, 
muſt (if we have any Gratitude ) en- 
dear this Example to us, and teach us, 
that 'tis our Intereſt, as well as Duty, 
to Go and do likewiſe. 


Theſe Conſiderations may ſuffice to 
evince the Reaſonableneſs and ſuperiour 


Excellence of this Duty ; and from hence 
| we 


* 


Cy 
we may rationally infer: The great Love 
of God to Man. | 1 


Why God ſhould create this World, 
and People it with rational and think- 
ing Beings, we can have no Conceptions, 
but that He did it, to manifeſt his 
Glory, and to communicate Happineſs 
to us his Creatures: All our Obligations 
move regularly with this Deſign; the 
Duties of Morality are Peace and Love; 
and in the Chriſtian Iuſtitution, every 
Improvement of the Moral Law has a 
direct Tendency to promote our mutual 
Happineſs ; ſo that the Reſtrictions of 
Reaſon and Religion, are rather Argu- 
ments of God's diffuſive Goodneſs, than 
any Exerciſe of his unbounded Power. 


Thus, when we are commanded not 
to revenge an Injury, but to love allo, 
and fo do good to them that hate us, 
the Divine Being has laid a firm and 
folid Foundation for our future Peace; 
for ſuch a Method of proceeding is the 
molt effectual Means to put a final Pe- 
riod to Injuries, and to ſoftey our Ene- 
mies into Love and Kindneſs to us: 
Though we are join'd together in the 
Bands of Society, we cannot fafely _ 
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ther out the Storms of Life, without 
the mutual Aſſiſtance of each other; 
and a mutual Aſſiſtance is, undoubtedly, 
beſt cultivated by a mutual Benevolence; 
The Happineſs of Society depends upon 
the Unanimity of its Members. 


Again: From the Difficulty of per- 
forming this Precept, let us learn to 
follow the Apoſtle's Exhortation ; and 
* it be poſſible, and as much as lieth 
in us, let us live peaceably with all Men. 


As Selt-Love is the reigning Prin- 
ciple of our Nature, whatever gives a 
Wound to that, raiſes and flames the 
Paſſions; for which Reaſon, it is dif- 
ficult ſometimes to ſubdue our Tem- 7 
pers to the Obedience of this Precept: | 
To ſuffer Injuries without Reſentment, | 
to forgive the Author of them, and to | 
be kind, beneficent, and courteous to | 
him, requires no ordinary Strength of 
Mind, no ſmall degree of Goodneſs and 
Humility; in this Conflict the Paſſions are 
too often victorious, and triumph over Rea- 
fon and Duty: The beſt of Men may ſome- 
times fall ſnort of the Perfection of this 
Precept, and, tis to be feared, the bad 
Co will 
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will ſcarce practice it at all. Since there- 
fore there is Difficulty attending this Du- 
ty, how vigilant and watchful ſhould we 
be, not to provoke the Enmity of Men a- 
gainſt us, by Imprudence and Indiſcretion?e 
If we cannot eaſily forgive, we ſhould be 
careful not to create an Enemy. 


Laſtly, From hence we may learn the 
great Importance of this Duty, as it is the 
Root and Principle of all other Virtues : 
* Hereby, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, /ball all 
Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye 
have love one towards another. This Du- 
ty is the diſtinguiſhing Mark, the pecu- 
liar Character ot a Chriſtian ; it is not on- 
ly an Ornament, but the very Life and 
EſJence of all other Virtues : Whereas Ha- 
tred and Revenge, are uſed in holy Scrip- 


ture, as Marks of an unregenerate State: 


And St. Paul tells us, that + though we 
beſtow all our Goods to feed the Poor, 
and have not Charity, it profiteth nothing. 
And in the End of this Chapter, he gives 
it the Preference to Faith and Hope; now 
abideth, lays He, Faith, Hope and Charity, 
but the greateſt of theſe is Charity. Greater, 
both in regard to its Duration and Perfec- 
tion; in Duration, as continuing when 150 
tha 
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ſhall be abſor d in Viſion, and Hope termi- 
nate in Fruition: Greater in Perfection, as 
tending more to promote the Benefit of 


Mankind, and to make us perfect, even as 
our Father which is in Heaven is perfect. 


Let then the advantageous Excellence of 
this Precept, with a glorious Immortality 
for its Reward, engage us to the Practice 
of it; our Happineſs or Miſery depends 
upon it, if we do not love our Enemies, 
we can have no Title to the Love of God; 
all other Virtues without this, are vain 
and ineffectual; whatever Care we have 
ſhewn in diſcharging the other Duties of 
our Religion, is, without this, of no Value 
in the Sight of God, as it gives a plain Proof 
of our Inſmcerity in the Practice of them: 
The Want of univerſal Love does not only 
intervene between our other good Actions 
and their Reward, but is likewiſe an evi- 


dent Demonſtration, that thoſe Actions 


have the Form only, and not the Power 
of Godlineſs ; for had the End of thoſe Ac- 
tions been to approve ourſelves to God, 
we could not have hated thoſe, whom God 
has commanded us to love; the ſame Mo- 


tives, which make us Good in our Point, 


would, if we were /incere, lead us equally 


to the Practice of all other Virtues : In a 
Word, 
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Word, Univerſal Love is the Foundation 


of all Chriſtian Graces ; if rais'd on any 


other Baſis, they are of a weak and pe- 
riſning Nature, and cannot poſlibly out- 
live the Grave. 


Our bleſſed Saviour therefore, who knew 
the Importance of this Duty, has uſed the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments to bend our ſtubborn 
Wills to the Practice of it: He perfers it 
to all the poſitive Inſtitutions of Religion; 
and informs us, that if we have Malice 

or Hatred in our Hearts, God will not 
Except our Service at the A/tar ; our 
Sacrifice of Praiſe and Adoration will find 
no Admiſſion to the Throne of Grace, 
unleſs we * firſt go, and be reconcil d to 
our Brethren. 


And in the Prayer, which himſelf hath 
taught us, 70 forgive others, is made the 
Condition of our 7 
fore we ſay, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us, 
if we have Malice or Hatred in our Hearts, 
we bring down the Wrath of God upon 
us; and inſtead of forgiving, we beſeech 
him to retain our Sins; for, as our bleſſed 
Saviour comments upon that Paſſage, 4 

* e 


»Muatt. v. 24. 4 Matt, vii. 14. 75. 


orgiveneſs ; when there- 


. 


ve forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, your Hea- 


wenly Father will alſo forgive you your 


7 reſpaſſes : but if you forgive not them 
reſpa 


their es, neither will your heaven- 
ly Father forgive you your Treſpaſſes. In a 


Word, the leaſt Alloy of Malice will de- 


baſe our Sacrifice of Prayer, and make it 
an Abomination in the Sight of God; if we 
be not in perfect Love and Charity with 


all Men, our pretended Service of God is 


an Aggravation of our Guilt, and the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chriſt, inſtead of Re- 
freſhment, is Venom to our Souls; when 
therefore we ſhall ſtand before the laſt 
Tribunal, if we fall ſhort of a bleſſed Eter- 
nity, if depart from me ye Curſed be pro- 


nounced againſt us, to ourſelves alone our 


Miſery muſt he imputed ; for * according 
to what Meaſure we mete, it will be mea- 
ſured unto us; and if we have + ſbewed ns 
Mercy to our Fellow-Creatures in this 
Life, we ſhall certainly have Judgment 
without Mercy in that which is to come. 


If therefore we expect Forgiveneſs at the 


Hands of God, we muſt follow the Apo- 


{tle's Exhortation, and be Imitators of 


him as dear Children: Or, if we would 


be Followers of Chriſt and Partakers of his 


Favour, we muſt learn from his Example, 
' to 
Luke vi. 38. + James xi. 23. 
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to + love our Enemies, to bleſs them hat 
curſe us, to do good to them that hatt ,. 
and tu pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 
and perſecute us. But as this is a Work of 
Difficulty, and not to be -perform'd*with- 
out the Co-operation of the Holy Spirit. 
Let us humbly offer up our Prayers to 
God, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to ſend his Holy Spirit into our Hearts, 
ſaying in-the Words of an excellent Col- 
lect of our Church: 9 
O Lord, who haſt taught us, that al 
our Doings uithont Charity are nothing 
Worth; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into 
our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Cha- 
rity, the very Bond of Peace, and of all 
Virtues, without which whoſoever liueth 
7s counted dead before Thee. Grant this for 
thine only Son Feſus Chriff's Sake. Amen. 


| t Matt. v. 44. 
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N Sermon I. Page 15. Line 17. for Covenants rea 
1 Covenant. Page 16. Line 3. for Immoralityy; read. 
Immortality. = ES 


